[The radiological manifestations of disseminated histiocytosis X in adults (author's transl)].
The radiological findings of disseminated histiocytosis X in twelve patients (eight men, four women) aged 16 to 61 years are described. Pulmonary manifestations (eight cases) are characterised by symmetrical, bilateral involvement with predominance in the middle and upper lung fields, with relative sparing of the bases and apices. Multiple, unsharp, localised foci up to 1 cm. characterise the acute stage, "honey-combing" (multiple, uniform cysts of about 1 cm.) characterise the chronic stage. The hilar nodes are frequently somewhat enlarged. Pneumothorax (bilateral in one case) is a not uncommon complication. Skeletal involvement is often multiple (five out of seven cases) and symmetrical. Sharply defined or diffuse areas of osteolysis measuring from several millimetres to several centimetres were found in the skull, spine, ribs, pelvis and long tubular bones, sometimes with reactive sclerosis. Pathological fractures, cortical thickening, solid periostal reactions, bone expansion and central sequestra complete the radiological picture.